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14 Now some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. 2 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity. Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them? 
4 “Therefore speak to them, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his idols, 5 that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged from Me by their idols.” ’ 
6 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations. 7 For anyone of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who separates himself from Me and sets up his idols in his heart and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, then comes to a prophet to inquire of him concerning Me, I the LORD will answer him by Myself. 8 I will set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of My people. Then you shall know that I am the LORD. 
9 “And if the prophet is induced to speak anything, I the LORD have induced that prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy him from among My people Israel. 10 And they shall bear their iniquity; the punishment of the prophet shall be the same as the punishment of the one who inquired, 11 that the house of Israel may no longer stray from Me, nor be profaned anymore with all their transgressions, but that they may be My people and I may be their God,” says the Lord GOD.’ ” 
Question 3 (chapter 14: 1-11)
Our leaders have sinned, they are responsible. Why should we be punished as well?
The leaders teach the wrong things, how can I be blamed if I listen to them? After all they are the wise ones aren’t they? They are experts in the laws, they are learned, if they led me down the path of heresy, how can I know? God is you fair?
I took a taxi, the taxi driver took the wrong road and end up in a place where I shouldn’t be, and it is not my fault! Punish the driver for all you want, but I am innocent.

The person
Setup idols – The word used here is to put idols as supreme over their life. 
Set … stumbling block of their iniquity … before – It is constantly in their sight, it is not somewhere in the recess of their mind but it is ever present before them.
Heart … face – idolatry always starts in the heart. It is the soul that set something/someone as more precious, more desirable than God. The bondage of idolatry is such that eventually it will become outward manifestation that will gain control of their life.
They have cast God aside and yet in their desperation they still long for God’s blessing.
When such a person comes before God, will God listen?
God’s response
God will hear … and God will answer (v4)






God’s aim is his sin and his repentance (v5)






God is single minded in His response





Failure to repent will bring God’s judgment (v8)





God is sovereign (v9)





Yet man is responsible for his own sin (v10)





Lessons for me

1.

2.

3.

A little guide to help my following
27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27)
What do we mean by whole counsel of God?
A. There is a natural tension/balance in the truths in the Scripture:
	Freedom
	Self Control

	Grace
	Responsibility

	Heavenly
	Earthly

	Understanding (mind)
	Experience (feel)



B. We have the Holy Spirit as our Guide. How?

See: Galatians 5:22:25

what do Paul mean when he said we ought to walk in the Spirit?
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